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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 3546 
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TAGS: PFORXF 

SUBJECT: SOVIET VIEW OF PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION IN 
PEACE CONFERENCE 

IN CONVERSATION WITH USINTOFF NOVEMBER 16, TASS OFFICER 
YEDRASHNIKOV SAID IT APPEARED THAT THERE WOULD BE NO 
PALESTINIAN DELEGATION AT PEACE CONFERENCE ON ME. SEVERAL 
DAYS AGO SADAT HAD ATTEMPTED TO CONVINCE GROUP OF PALESTINIAN 
LEADERS (UNNAMED, BUT NOT INCLUDING ARAFAT) THAT THEY SHOULD 
ACCEPT WHATEVER AGREEMENTS ON FUTURE OF ME MIGHT BE REACHED 
BETWEEN EGYPT, ISRAEL AND SYRIA. PALESTINIANS REPORTEDLY 
WOULD NOT ACCEPT SADAT'S VIEWPOINT. YEDRASHNIKOV THEN 
REFERRED TO CURRENT MEETING IN MOSCOW OF FEDAYEEN LEADERS, 
NOTING THAT THEY. TOO, WOULD HAVE NOTHING OF AGREEMENTS 
REACHED BEHIND THEIR BACKS. YEDRASHNIKOV SAID IT NOW 
APPEARED THAT FEDAYEEN REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BOYCOTT PEACE 
CONFERENCE IN EFFORT TO MAINTAIN THEIR FREEDOM TO REJECT 
ANY SETTLEMENT WHICH MIGHT EMERGE. 
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